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Between 1993 and 1998, Mr. Miller served 

as United States Ambassador to Ukraine 
under President Bill Clinton. As Ambassador, 
he was a supporter and witness to some of 
the most fundamental transformations of the 
Ukrainian State, including the ratification of 
Ukraine’s Constitution. To this day, Ambas-
sador Miller still promotes peace and stability 
in Ukraine through his work as a Senior Public 
Policy Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Inter-
national Center for Scholars. 

On behalf of my colleagues on the Caucus, 
I want to thank Ambassador William Green 
Miller for his lifetime of international diplomatic 
accomplishments, and his help in forging the 
steadfast US-Ukraine relationship that has 
lasted and will continue to last for decades to 
come.  

f 

DENVER REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Denver’s Re-
gional Transportation District (RTD) and the 
many cities around the country that partici-
pated in Stand Up 4 Transportation Day this 
past April 9th. 

In Denver, nearly 400 people came out to 
support the many forms of public transpor-
tation around Colorado, ranging from buses, 
shuttles, vans, bicycles, cabs, car services, 
pedicabs, light rail and rail. More than 350 or-
ganizations in U.S. cities and towns partici-
pated in the event. Stand Up 4 Transportation 
Day succeeded in raising awareness about 
the importance of public transportation and a 
long-term, sustainable transportation author-
ization bill. 

Stand up 4 Transportation Day was a brain-
child of former General Manager and CEO of 
RTD, Phil Washington. During his time with 
RTD, he always pushed for surface transpor-
tation reauthorization for the future. In Phil’s 
own words, ‘‘It’s time to do some nation build-
ing. But the funding is key to more access to 
transit, new buses and trains, more reliable 
service, less gridlock. We can’t meet the de-
mands of our growing population and econ-
omy without a long-term commitment from 
Washington.’’ 

I applaud Phil and Denver’s RTD for their 
efforts in the Denver metro area. Our commu-
nities are more connected and our quality of 
life is better for it. 

f 

THE EARTHQUAKE OF APRIL 25, 
2015, THAT DEVASTATED NEPAL 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my heartfelt condolences 
and full support for assistance to the people of 
Nepal and all of those affected by the dev-
astating earthquake of April 25, 2015, and its 
aftermath. The massive magnitude-7.8 earth-
quake, which struck about 77 kilometers north-

west of Nepal’s capital city, Kathmandu, was 
the most powerful to hit Nepal in more than 80 
years. Almost 5,000 deaths have been ac-
counted for and, as I read this line, it is pos-
sible that this number has gone up. 

The United Nations estimates that the trag-
edy has affected more than 8 million people 
and left more than 1.4 million people in need 
of food assistance. This earthquake has also 
destroyed many historical and architectural 
structures important to the culture of Nepal. 

So I ask my fellow members to join me in 
mourning with the people of Nepal and all 
communities in other countries affected by the 
tragic loss of life. I also want to commend the 
efforts of first responders, relief agencies, pri-
vate citizens, Nepal’s neighboring countries, 
and the international community. 

I want to thank our administration for its 
quick response to help our friends in Nepal. I 
urge Congress and our administration to con-
tinue our efforts in helping Nepal during this 
tragic time. 
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HONORING JUSTICE LIVELY 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Justice Lively, who on March 25, 2015, 
received the Washington Boys & Girls Club 
Youth of the Year Award. Justice was honored 
for his achievements in overcoming a tumul-
tuous childhood and serving as a leader in his 
community. 

The Youth of the Year Award has been the 
highest award attainable by the national Boys 
& Girls Club since 1947. Justice previously re-
ceived the Skagit County Boys & Girls Club 
Youth of the Year Award. 

Justice’s upbringing was filled with far great-
er challenges than any child should face. As 
a young boy, with his father deployed in the 
U.S. Army and his mother frequently absent, 
Justice was cared for by his oldest brother. 
When his father returned, Justice was brought 
into a new home with an abusive stepmother. 
Just as his mother began to get her life back 
together, she was killed in a car accident 
when Justice was only seven years old. 

When he was 10, Justice’s life finally took a 
turn for the better. He was adopted by his 
aunt and uncle and was brought to Mt. 
Vernon, where he later joined the local Boys 
& Girls Club. Today, Justice is a leader at the 
club, focused on helping children. He fre-
quently reads books to the club’s younger chil-
dren as part of a class on early childhood de-
velopment. 

As he prepares to graduate from high 
school, Justice intends to attend the Cascade 
Job Corps, Skagit Valley College and Western 
Washington University in pursuit of his goal of 
becoming a pediatric nurse at Seattle Chil-
dren’s hospital. 

I want to congratulate Justice Lively on this 
achievement, as well as his work with the 
Skagit County Boys & Girls Club. I wish him 
the best as he pursues his dream of helping 
children. 

HONORING EATONVILLE, WASH-
INGTON TOWN MARSHAL DOLAR 
LAPLANT 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Eatonville, Washington Town Marshal 
Dolar LaPlant who was killed in 1925 and his 
daughter and great-granddaughter who fought 
to see him recognized for his heroic sacrifice. 
In 1925, Mr. LaPlant was 53 years old and a 
Spanish-American War veteran. While on duty 
as Town Marshal, just four days after stepping 
into that position, he confronted a drunken 
gunman who was firing shots and narrowly 
missing small children at a playground. Mr. 
LaPlant did not stop to think about his own life 
or the fact that he was unarmed. He simply 
did everything in his power to ensure that his 
town was kept safe. The gunman shot Mr. 
LaPlant just below his right ear before he was 
knocked unconscious. Mr. LaPlant achieved 
his mission but would later die from the wound 
he received. 

For many years, his heroic actions went 
unremembered except by his family, particu-
larly his daughter Rosa and his great-grand-
daughter Ronda. In 1999, Ronda succeeded 
in having Dolar LaPlant added to the National 
Law Enforcement Memorial Wall and now her 
great-grandfather and his legacy will be hon-
ored posthumously with the Washington Medal 
of Honor on May 9th. I applaud Ronda’s hard 
work and join with her in honoring the memory 
of Town Marshal Dolar LaPlant whose service 
ensured the safety of the residents of 
Eatonville, Washington.  

f 

POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Officer Osiel De La Cruz for 
being recognized as the Pearland Officer of 
the Year by both the Texas Louisiana Gulf 
District and the Exchange Club of Pearland. 

Officer De La Cruz was a natural choice for 
this award thanks to his hard work in the com-
munity, service to the public and heroic ac-
tions. Officer De La Cruz is a veteran of the 
department and a nightshift patrol officer. His 
commitment to our community is evident 
through his work both on and off duty. Officer 
De La Cruz made over 53 DWI and drug-re-
lated arrests this year, found a shooting victim 
and apprehended five offenders, and even 
managed to apprehend a robbery suspect 
while he was off-duty. His list of accomplish-
ments speaks for itself. We can all sleep bet-
ter at night knowing that police officers like Of-
ficer De La Cruz are on patrol. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Officer Osiel De La Cruz on being honored 
as the Pearland Officer of the Year. Thank 
you for your dedication to keeping our commu-
nities safe.  
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HONORING THE LUMMI NATION 

SCHOOL BOYS’ BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. SUZAN K. DelBENE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 2014–2015 Lummi Nation School 
boys’ basketball team. This year, Lummi put 
together a perfect 27–0 season, beating rival 
Neah Bay 54–33 in the Class 1B state cham-
pionship game. I congratulate them on this ex-
emplary achievement. 

The title game was the first time two Native 
American teams faced off for a state cham-
pionship in Washington, and the Blackhawks’ 
victory was the first time a Native team has 
won the boys’ 1B championship. 

Along with the team’s historic victory, four 
Lummi players also earned individual honors. 
Sophomore forward Trazil Lane was selected 
as the Associated Press (AP) Class 1B State 
Player of the Year after averaging 18.2 points 
per game. He was also selected as the North-
west League’s (NWL’s) Most Valuable Player. 

Senior guard Austin Brockie averaged 14.2 
points per game and was an AP all-state hon-
orable mention and a first-team all-NWL selec-
tion. Senior Dino Williams was a first-team all- 
NWL selection, and senior Kavarez Lane was 
a second-team all-NWL selection. Lane was 
also chosen to play in the Washington Inter-
scholastic Basketball Coaches Association’s 
(WIBCA’s) all-state game. Finally, Coach Je-
rome Toby was selected as the WIBCA Coach 
of the Year. 

The Blackhawks displayed a great deal of 
character and determination this season. Their 
success resulted from their hard work and 
ability to play unselfishly for their teammates. 

Again, I congratulate the Lummi boys’ bas-
ketball team on all of their success. Their ac-
complishments on the court this season are 
hard-earned and well-deserved. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF JOHN PIERCE 
CALHOUN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the following obituary was published April 
5, 2015, in The Charlotte Observer. 

JOHN PIERCE CALHOUN 
CHARLOTTE.—John Pierce Calhoun (Jack) 

of Charlotte, North Carolina, died peacefully 
surrounded by his children on Wednesday, 
April 1, 2015. He was born in Ninety-Six, 
South Carolina, on November 18, 1926, the 
son of Alleyne Griffin Calhoun and John Na-
thaniel Calhoun. Mr. Calhoun spent his 
childhood years in Greenwood and 
Batesburg, South Carolina, before moving to 
Sumter, South Carolina, where he graduated 
from Edmonds High School in 1944. After a 
year at Clemson University, he served in the 
US Army for 26 months, during which time 
he attended Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, in the US Army spe-
cialized training program. He was discharged 
from the Army in June 1946, returning to 
Clemson University where he received a BS 
degree in Civil Engineering in 1948. During 
his business career, he graduated from the 

Advanced Management Program at Harvard 
University. Mr. Calhoun married Paula Fred-
erick Whitaker of Kinston, North Carolina, 
on June 26, 1954. Employed by Rexnord Inc. 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, he held company 
positions in various locations throughout 
the United States. He moved to Milwaukee 
in 1974, serving in management, and became 
Chairman and CEO of Rexnord Inc. After 35 
years with the company, he retired in 1990. 
Over his career, Mr. Calhoun served on 
church, bank, and civic boards and industry 
associations. Upon moving to Charlotte after 
retirement, Mr. Calhoun became a member 
of Myers Park United Methodist Church and 
an associate member of Blowing Rock Meth-
odist Church in Blowing Rock, North Caro-
lina. He was a member of Charlotte Country 
Club, Piedmont Club of Charlotte, The 
Alotian Club, and Blowing Rock Country 
Club. Mr. Calhoun enjoyed golf, fishing, trav-
el, and was an avid reader. Mr. Calhoun cher-
ished every opportunity to be with his fam-
ily and eight grandchildren who adored their 
‘‘Poppy.’’ He was a devoted and loving hus-
band, father, father-in-law, and grandfather. 
His strong work ethic, integrity and faith in 
God were his guiding principles. He had a 
wonderful ability to connect with people 
through his contagious sense of humor, wit, 
and kindness. He was a consummate gen-
tleman with a perpetual twinkle in his eye. 
Mr. Calhoun brought happiness to all who 
knew and loved him, and he will remain an 
example in living for his family. His greatest 
legacy is the love and bond his family shares 
with one another. He is survived by daughter 
Paula Calhoun Ruffin and husband Dalton 
Dillard Ruffin, Jr. of Charlotte; Harriet Cal-
houn Stephens and husband Warren Amerine 
Stephens of Little Rock, Arkansas; and son 
John Nathaniel Calhoun II and wife Ansley 
Bost Calhoun of Charlotte. His grandchildren 
are Sarah Dickson Bourgeois and husband 
John Rion Bourgeois, Rebecca Stuart 
Dickson, Lydia Dillard Ruffin, Warren Miles 
Amerine Stephens, John Calhoun Stephens, 
Laura Whitaker Stephens, William Coulter 
Calhoun, and John Pierce Calhoun II. He is 
also survived by many beloved nieces and 
nephews. Mr. Calhoun was predeceased by his 
parents, his wife and the love of his life for 
fifty-nine years, Paula Whitaker Calhoun, 
sister Miriam Cook McCrae of Rock Hill, 
South Carolina, and brother Charles Cooper 
Calhoun of Seabrook Island, South Carolina. 
A memorial service will be held at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church at 11:00 am on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2015. Interment will be 
private. A visitation will also be held at the 
home of John and Ansley Calhoun, 531 
Colville Road, from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015. The family would like 
to thank Steffeny Harris for her care of and 
devotion to Mr. Calhoun and his family. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church, des-
ignated for The St. Luke’s Fund, 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, North Carolina 28207; Blow-
ing Rock Methodist Church, P.O. Box 352, 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 28605; The Sal-
vation Army Center of Hope, 534 Spratt 
Street, Charlotte, North Carolina 28206; and 
Crises Assistance Ministries, 500 Spratt 
Street, Charlotte, North Carolina 28206. Rob-
ertson Funeral & Cremation Service is serv-
ing the family.  

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. JACKI 
LOWE 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor and pleasure to extend my personal 
congratulations and best wishes to an excep-
tional business leader and outstanding citizen, 
Mrs. Jacki Lowe, on the occasion of her retire-
ment from Georgia Power on April 1, 2015. 

Mrs. Lowe has served as West Region Vice 
President of Georgia Power since 2005 but 
her career with Southern Company, which 
owns and operates Georgia Power, began 
more than forty years ago in 1974. A familiar 
face and name at Southern Company, she ex-
celled in her many roles, which included Com-
pensation Manager at Georgia Power as well 
as Benefits Manager, Compensation and Ben-
efits Manager, Land Manager, and Assistant 
to the President at Alabama Power. She also 
served as Vice President and Regional Chief 
Information Officer for Alabama Power, South-
ern Company Services and Southern Nuclear 
in Birmingham. Before being appointed West 
Region Vice President, she served as Vice 
President of Supply Chain Management for 
Southern Company and Georgia Power. 

As a female executive in the fourth largest 
utility company in the United States, Mrs. 
Lowe has in many ways broken through the 
glass ceiling in this male-dominated industry. 
Not only has her leadership set an example 
for other women, but she has also reached 
out and mentored many employees in order to 
help them reach their goals and objectives. 

Mrs. Lowe holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration from Georgia State 
University and a Master of Business Adminis-
tration degree from Samford University in Bir-
mingham. In addition to going above and be-
yond in her career, Mrs. Lowe has proven to 
be an exceptional member of her community. 
She serves on the boards of the Columbus 
Technical College Foundation, Columbus Re-
gional Medical Foundation, Goodwill Industries 
of the Southern Rivers, Inc., Girl Scouts of 
Historic Georgia, and the National Infantry Mu-
seum. She also serves on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Greater Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce and presided as the Board Chair in 
2013. In 2011, she chaired the Intercity Lead-
ership Conference and the Diversity Con-
ference and was honored with the Volunteer 
of the Year Award. She also is a past chair of 
the Valley Partnership Joint Development Au-
thority and the Columbus Economic Develop-
ment Committee, as well as a past board 
member of the United Way of Chattahoochee 
Valley and the Muscogee Educational Excel-
lence Foundation. 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get; you make 
your life by what you give.’’ Not only has Mrs. 
Lowe established a legacy for women in the 
workplace at Southern Company, but she has 
also done a tremendous job of giving back to 
the great city of Columbus, and I am very 
grateful for her tireless advocacy to make the 
community stronger. A woman of great integ-
rity, her efforts, her dedication, and her exper-
tise in her field are unparalleled, but her heart 
for helping others is what makes these quali-
ties truly worthy. 
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